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NAME: Sima Abdul Razak 

AGE: 11 

HOME: Baghdad 
LANGUAGE: Arabic 
RELIGION: Muslim 

FAVORITE SUBJECT: Arabic reading and grammar 

FAVORITE FOOD: Gass (roasted meat, usually 
mutton or chicken, sometimes beef) 

LIVING SITUATION: Lives with her mom 

PARENTS’ WORK: Sima’s mom was a 
kindergarten teacher but now she is retired 


BROTHERS AND SISTERS: 1 brother, 1 sister, 
both older than her and no longer living at home 

FAVORITE HOBBY: Drawing 

WHAT SHE WANTS TO BE WHEN SHE GROWS UP: 

A teacher 

HOW SIMA WAS AFFECTED BY THE WAR: 

The situation in Iraq is bad. One of Sima’s 
cousins was killed by insurgents, and another 
cousin was injured recently. He went out to 
buy a joystick for PlayStation and was passing 
by a gas station when a bomb exploded. He 
was wounded with shrapnel from the bomb. 


Sima had another cousin who was injured 
during the active part of the war. Also, there 
are lots of other problems like the electricity. 
Sima’s family only gets about two hours a day 
of electricity. It's very hot without a fan, or cold 
water, or air conditioning. 

WHAT SIMA WOULD LIKE TO SAY TO KIDS IN THE 
U.S.: "I'd like to go to the U.S. because I hate 
Iraq now. I'm upset from the bombs, and I just 
want to leave." 

THE PHOTO ABOVE: Sima with her dog’s new 
puppies 
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n international news • Iraq in focus 



Voice of a Military 
Mother: Kathy Allwein 

Lebanon, Pennsylvania 


M y son, Tony, is in the 
army. His job was in 
communications but as he 
found out, during a war you 
are used wherever the mili¬ 
tary needs a body. He direct¬ 
ed traffic in Baghdad and 
also was a rear gunner on a 
daily patrol. Now he is 
stationed in Frederick, 
Maryland. 

I never 

understood 
the Bush 

administra¬ 
tion's reasons 
for this war 
and have been 
against it from 
the beginning. After reading 
the web site of Military 
Families Speak Out, I knew I 
wanted to be a part of this 
group. They are military 
families and people with a 
direct connection to the war. 

If I were president, I 
would withdraw our troops 
immediately. We are the 
cause of the chaos over 


there, not the solution to it. 
Since we created this mess, 
we must pay to rebuild the 
country, and the Iraqi people 
should be hired to rebuild it, 
not American workers. 

My son joined the army, as 
most young people do, out of 
a sense of duty to his country. 
While the intentions of those 
who join the 
military are 
indeed hon¬ 
orable, they 
are not 
always treat¬ 
ed honor¬ 
ably. My son 
was 
promised that his student 
loans would be paid as part 
of his contract. After he 
returned from Iraq, he was 
told his loans do not quality 
for the repayment program 
because they are non-gov¬ 
ernment loans. 

For more information on 
Military Families Speak 
Out, go to www.mfso.org 


ii\¥ I WERE 
PRESIDENT, 

I WOULD 
WITHDRAW 
OUR TROOPS 
IMMEDIATELY. 


Help out with 

indykids! 

Join u$ as we begin 
production of issue #2! 

Monday, November 14,7:00 - 8:30 pm. 

At: 34 E. 29th St, 2nd Floor New York, NY 10016 


LEARN A LITTLE ARABIC: 


Hello: 

salaam alaykum 

*>< 

How are you? 

shlonek (for a boy) 

A ^ 


shlonitch (for a girl) 


School: 

madrasa 

Dog: 

chelab 


Cat: 

bizuna 

“peace" in Arabic writing 

Peace: 

salaam 


Iraq Quick Facts 


Total area: 


Population: 


Capital: 

Religions: 


437,072 square kilometers, 

(two times the size of Idaho) 

23.3 million people 

(about the population of Texas) 

Baghdad 

Muslim 97% (Shi’a 65%, Sunni 35%). 
Christian or other 3% 


Major languages 

and cultural groups: Arabic, Kurdish, Assyrian, Armenian 


Major exports: Oil 



The War & Occupation of Iraq 


When it started: March 20,2003 when the US invaded 

US troops in Iraq: 1 40,000 

US soldiers killed: 1 , 911 

US soldiers wounded: 1 4,64 1 

Iraqi civilians killed: 100,000 

Cost of war: Taxpayers in the US will pay $204.6 

billion for the cost of the war in Iraq, 
and maybe more. 

For the same amount 

of money, the following could have been provided: 

46,458.805 People Receiving Health Care or 
3,545,016 Elementary School Teachers or 
1,841,833 Affordable Housing Units or 
24,072 New Elementary Schools or 

3,525,313 Music and Arts Teachers 



An Oily Affair 


Iraq’s water system was destroyed by the 
bombing. Families find water where they can 


We find petroleum (oil) products in 
every area of our lives. They are in the- 
gasoline we use to fuel our cars and to 
heat our homes. Oil is also used to 
make plastics and lots of other prod¬ 
ucts. Oil products contribute about 40 
percent of the energy used in the 
United States. Currently, most of the 
oil used by the industrialized nations is 
imported from the Middle Eastern 
countries. It is estimated that there are 
enough crude oil reserves to last the 
world about another 60 years. More $ 
than half of that amount is located in & 
the Middle East in countries such as => 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iran, and Iraq. 

The US consumes the largest 
amount of oil in the world and four times the amount of the next largest oil consumer, Japan. But 
the US has less than 5 percent of the world’s population. Most of our oil goes into cars and trucks. 

Many top officials of the Bush administration worked for oil companies, including President 
Bush himself. Chevron oil company once named a tanker after Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice to thank her for her work to benefit the company. 



Sources: Lancet, National Priorities Project, ThinkQuest 
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n national news 



Hurricane 

Stories 


THE RESCUE 

T HERE are many first-hand 
reports of various relief orga¬ 
nizations being refused entry 
into New Orleans by bus and boat. 
Despite this, regular, everyday folks 
wanted to help. They illegally 
entered the city and helped save 
thousands of people. 

Jabbor Gibson, 18 "jumped aboard 
the bus as it sat abandoned on a street 
in New Orleans and took control.” 
stated Houston NewsChannel 5, 
“The teen packed it full of complete 
strangers and drove to Houston.” The 
young man declared “"I don’t care if 
I get blamed for it, as long as I saved 
my people." 

THE SUPERDOME: 

The Superdome sports arena was 
where 24,000 hurricane refugees 
stayed. People thought they could 
weather the storm in safety in the 
Superdome. But the ceiling broke 
open and hurricane winds tore off 


the roof. There was not enough food 
and water for everyone. Eventually, 
even the toilets were unusable. 
According to Malik Rahim, “People 
were told to go to the Superdome, but 
they have no food, no water there. 
And before they could get in, people 
had to stand in line for 4-5 hours in 
the rain because everybody was 
being searched one by one at 
the entrance.” 

A HOSPITAL 

Bill Quigley was volun¬ 
teering at Memorial 
Hospital, where his wife, 

Debbie, works as a doctor. 

They write, “The power 
went out early Monday. The 
sickest patients were evacuat¬ 
ed by helicopter Sunday. As 
the hours and days wore on 
and no help came, floodwa- 
ters continued to rise. 
Medication and supplies ran 
out.” Quigley says he saw 


no National, Guard, 
local or state police or 
security forces of any 
kind. Around midday on ' v 
Thursday, air boats operated 
by private volunteers began 
arriving and taking four or five 
people at a time. The remain¬ 
ing hospital patients and staff, 
approximately 2000 people, 
were evacuated by citizen 
volunteers.” 

Hurricane Stories 
excerpts from New 
Orleans Indymedia 
Kate_EP@hotmail. com 




A, 






$ How you can help! S> 


When the government fails the people, regular people step in to 
provide for basic needs. Here are some grassroots organizations 
that are providing relief to the victims of Hurricane Katrina: 

THE PEOPLE’S HURRICANE FUND 

C/o The Young People’s Project 
99 Bishop Allen Dr. 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

A fund directed and administered by New Orleans evacuees. 

FRIENDS AND FAMILIES OF LOUISIANA 
INCARCERATED CHILDREN 
FFLIC HURRICANE RELIEF FUND 

920 Platt Street 
Sulphur, LA 70663 
www.fflic.org 

A statewide grassroots organization dedicated to creating 
a better life for Louisiana’s youth. 

MALCOLM X GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT 
388 Atlantic Ave, 4th FI 
Brooklyn, NY 11217-1703 
718-254-8800 

Based in the African-American community and with branches in the 
South, they are building aid networks independent of government. 


L EVEES are like the edges of a 
bowl floating in water. New 
Orleans is a city inside the bowl. 
The edges of the bowl hold the 
water back. Despite years of warn¬ 
ings that the levees protecting New 
Orleans would fall during a sever 
hurricane, $65 million in federal con¬ 
struction funds were cut. The lev¬ 
ees broke during Hurricane Katrina 
and the city flooded. 


Who lives in 

New Orleans 

Population: 

444,515 

African-American: 

68% 

White: 

28% 

Public school 
students who are 
African-American: 

96% 

Poverty rate: 

28% 
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n national <& local news 


News Briefs: 

TV Time 

The average child in the US sees about 
40,000 tv commercials a year. 

-"Consuming Kids" by Susan Linn. 

Junk Food Troubles 

Children in the US are consuming more 
calories between meals than they ever 
have. A generation ago, kids got less 
than 20 percent of their daily calories 
from snacks. Today, it's about 25 percent 
and rising. 

-Barry Popkin, Ph.D., professor of nutri¬ 
tion at the University of North Carolina 
School of Public Health 

More are Poor this Year 

The number of poor Americans rose by 
1.1 million last year with a total of 37 
million people now living in poverty. But 
the wealthy are doing better than ever. 
For every dollar a worker earns, the aver¬ 
age CEO (Chief Executive Officer) earns 
$431. 

-Institute for Policy Studies and United 
for a Fair Economy 

Bush Unpopular 

GEORGE W. BUSH has entered the ranks 
of the most unpopular presidents in his¬ 
tory. The Gallup opinion poll puts his 
disapproval rate at a soaring 56 percent. 
At the height of the Watergate scandal, 
Nixon hit 66 percent. But Republicans 
give Bush a 90 percent approval rating. 

Hurricane Katrina 

BOY AND PET DOG 'SNOWBALL' 

On September 1, 2005, a little boy and 
his dog awaited their turn to board a bus 
to transport Hurricane Katrina victims 
from the New Orleans Superdome to the 
Astrodome in Houston. As the boy 
attempted to board the bus, a police offi¬ 
cer took the child's dog away from him. 
The boy, whose whereabouts are 
unknown, was forced to leave without 
his beloved dog. For more information 
about missing pets visit 
www.katrinafoundpets. com 

Hurricane Babies 

There are many sick babies and pregnant 
women endangered by Hurricane Katrina 
and its aftermath, including many of the 
people who were evacuated. For exam¬ 
ple, about 100 sick and premature babies 
from hospitals in New Orleans and 
Mississippi were airlifted or transported 
to a neonatal intensive care unit at 
Women’s Hospital of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. 


Democracy in Action 



T his fall US citizens have the chance to vote. Voting is just 
one small part of a functioning democracy. A democra¬ 
cy is a government ruled by the common people, not just a 
few wealthy people. In addition to voting, what are some 
other ways in which the people participate in a democracy? 

a) Writing a letter to the editor of a newspaper 

b) Writing or calling a government official about an issue 

c) Building and being part of a group or organization 

d) Signing a petition or gathering signatures for a petition 

e) Holding a rally or demonstration 

f) All of the above 

What is your answer? 

Do you think the United States is a democracy? 

Write to Indy Kids at indykidsletters@indymedia.org. 



H OW many more years do you have to wait 
before you can vote? Too long say many 
including the National Youth Rights Association 
(NYRA). The NYRA is working with other orga¬ 
nizations and legislators to lower the voting 
age from 18 to 16. 

On June 8, 2005, a bill to lower the voting 
age to 16 was introduced in the NY 
City Council by Councilmember 
Gale Brewer. The NYRA and the 
Future Voters of America Party 
worked for a year with Brewer 
to get this bill introduced. 

Now legislators and 
community 
activists are 
working 
to build 


support to pass the bill. 

There are also active campaigns in the 
California Bay Area and Olympia, Washington to 
lower the voting age to 16. 

Proposals to lower the voting age enjoy wide¬ 
spread support. Many believe that if more 
youth can vote, it will increase voter 
participation and give greater voice to 
people who work and pay taxes. 
Studies and polls show that youth want 
to vote, and that they know more 
about politics and government 
than adults do. In the words 
of Rosa Pleasant, age 9, 
"Yes, I want to vote. 
My vote could 
change the 
world." 



For more information go to: WWW.yOUthfightS.OI'g 


indy kids 

PHONE: 212-684-81 12 
EMAIL: indykids@indymedia.org 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 

indykidsletters@indymedia.org 

OFFICE AND MAIL: 

Indy Kids 
c/o Indymedia 

34 East 29th Street, 2nd Floor, 
New York, NY 10016 


WHAT IS INDY KIDS? 

Indy Kids is a free newspaper that aims to educate 
children on current news and world events from a 
progressive perspective and to inspire in children a 
passion for social justice and learning. Indy Kids is 
funded through donations. 


Hxnux uBNynoros 

INOSJdHd AdHXSAIAI OX M3MSNV 


HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED? 

Indy Kids has an open door and relies on volunteers. 
Adults and kids can write articles, take photos, 
contribute artwork and help distribute the paper. 

The editorial team reserves the right to edit articles 
for length, quality and clarity 


VOLUNTEER STAFF: 

Nikki Crook, Kellie Gasink, Abby Gross, Frank 
Reynoso, Sheba Sethi, Melissa Solorzano, 

Xavier Tayo, Amanda Vender 

CONTRIBUTORS: 

Nousheen Afshani, Christian Peacemaker Teams, 
Gary Martin, Lisa Parker, Ann-Marie Sevscik, 
Harriet Vender, Helen Yuen 
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Kids Without A Break 

E veryone likes recess. It is the 
special part of the day devoted 
to sports, games, or any other 
kind of fun. But is it on its way out? 
Children in the United States receive 
less recess time than did their par¬ 
ents, and in the future are facing an 
even smaller amount. 

Children in the US also receive 
less recess time 
than other chil¬ 
dren around the 
world. 

Some British 
schools have 
three daily recess 
periods, 15 min¬ 
utes in both the 
morning and 
afternoon, and 
80-90 minutes at 
lunch. Japanese 

schools give 10-20 minutes between 
lessons or 5-minute breaks between 
lessons with a long play period after 
lunch. Recess isn’t just a break from 
math problems and history lessons. 
Children who receive recess benefit 
from outdoor play, exercise, free¬ 
dom to do as they please, and the 
chance to spend time with their 
friends. Adults get breaks when they 



“Imagination is more important 
than knowledge.” —albert einstein 


work at jobs, so shouldn’t children 
when they work at school? 

Because of the US government’s 
decision to toughen the country’s 
coursework (called the No Child 
Left Behind Act), almost half of US 
schools have either reduced or 
banned recess. A number of US 
school districts have opted for a no¬ 
recess policy altogether. However, 
many experts say that recess has 
value and cannot be abandoned 
without loss to the school, and most 
importantly, the children. 

One teacher says, “As a parent I 
know that my child was happier and 
less cranky when 
she had a positive 
playground experi¬ 
ence during the 
day. As a teacher, I 
know there are 
times when it's the 
playground experi¬ 
ences which make 
my kids want to try 
harder in the class¬ 
room. They need 
recess.” 

Berkeley Hall School in Los 
Angeles, California, brought back 
recess after it was eliminated in 
1998 for 1st and 2nd graders. They 
replaced it with Physical Education 
(P.E., or gym class). The children 
rebelled. Second grade teacher Vicki 
Murphy said, "The kids need 
unstructured time where they can 
make up their own rules." 


Do I Consent to This Search? 

T he founders of the United States were very distrustful of government. This 
is why they wrote the Fourth Amendment to the US Constitution. It guar¬ 
antees that people and the things they own are protected from “unreasonable 
searches.” Searches may only be conducted with a warrant: a document that 
shows that there is a good reason to search. A person’s right to pri¬ 
vacy is one of our most basic rights and it 
helps define what it means to be free in 
the United States. 

But on July 21, 2005, the New York 
City Police Department started search¬ 
ing bags carried by people into the sub¬ 
way and train system. This was in 
response to the bombings in the 
London, England subway system. And 
a poll found that the majority of New Yorkers 
feel that the searches are a good thing. 

Safety on public transportation is important, 
but will the police searches make us safer or just less 
free? What do you think? Write a letter to Indy Kids at 
indykidsletters@indymedia.org For more information, go to: www.nyclu.org 




MORE GARDENS! 
MORE TREES! 

New M City has got to 


BREATHE! 


- a cheer from the More 
Gardens! Coalition 

The over 600 community gar¬ 
dens scattered across New York 
City are valuable-but they are 
worth more than money. 

One of the most interesting facts 
about New York City’s community 
gardens is that most of them were 
once abandoned areas filled with 
garbage. They were often disgust¬ 
ing and dangerous places. Then, the 
community got togeth¬ 
er to create gardens in 
order to make their 
neighborhoods safer 
and more beautiful. 

Everyone had fun 
while they worked. 

The fairytale stopped 
there. Until recently, all 
of New York City’s 
community gardens were 
in danger of being bulldozed and 
replaced with buildings. But many 
people, including children, came 
together in different ways to save the 
gardens. The effort was impressive, 
however, New York City still needs 
more green spaces to grow healthy 
food and improve the polluted air. 

One reason community gardens 
are important is that New York City 
has some of the highest asthma rates 
in the world. That’s because asthma, 
a condition making it difficult for a 
person to breathe, is sometimes 


caused by polluted and dirty air. 
Outside of cities, plants and trees 
help keep the air clean. But inside 
cities, and particularly in large ones 
like New York City, plant life is too 
scarce to be able to do its job. 

Community gardens also some¬ 
times grow fresh organic food for 
people to eat. Organic food is food 
grown without any chemical pesti¬ 
cides. Pesticides kill insects and 
other small creatures that might eat 
the plants, but in 
large amounts 
many pesticides 
can be harmful to 
human beings. 

If you are 
inspired and excit¬ 
ed by the idea of 
community gar¬ 
dens and interest¬ 
ed in getting 
involved, get a parent, teacher, 
grandparent, aunt, uncle, or friend to 
take you to a garden where you can 
help out, and maybe even have your 
own garden plot. 

Here are helpful websites you 
can use to find a community garden 
near you: 

www.greenguerillas.org/ (click on 
Find a Garden) 
www.moregardens.org 
www.greenthumbnyc.org 

Or, call Greenthumb at (212) 788- 
8070 and ask about gardens near you. 
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Do You Believe in 

Maqle? 

mi a 7 • 7 . . # r into many different selves d\ 



The Abilities of 
the Unseen 
Microbial World 

W tiAT are neither plant 
nor mammal nor 
rock? What causes 
toothaches, smells 
like rotten eggs, and eats flesh, but 
is also used to clean up oil spills 
and to produce electricity out of 
sewage? Not visible to the eye, 
these creatures live not only in 
the manure of a cow, but also in 
boiling water. Some scientists 


into many different selves dying. Certain bacteria, have developed on this planet, 
types with many different which can be incredibly resilient How can you learn more about 

in the harshest of conditions, are this magical world? Ask your 
able to break down toxic waste teacher and parents about sci- 
products into harmless byprod- ence news magazines, web 
ucts and can even be manipulat- sites, or other sources you could 
ed by scientists to produce the use to keep up with what's hap- 
earth’s life-giving gas, oxygen. pening. Stay curious and inquis- 
Scientists are also studying itive about the world around 
bacteria in the hopes of finding you, as there are many magical 
new medicines and of discover- things not immediately obvious 
ing more about how life may to our eyes! 


functions. Very few bacteria 
species have even been given a 
scientific name because there 
are just so many of them. There 
are more than 15,000 bacteria 
species found on the planet 
earth, from Antarctica to the hot 
springs in Yellowstone to the 
deep, dark, and very cold sea. 

The bacteria that your par¬ 
ents most likely talk about are 
the microbes that cause dis¬ 
eases: the pathogenic bacteria. 
These nasty microbes can lead 
to a number of diseases: dental 
cavities, acne, food poisoning, 
tetanus, and scarlet fever are 
only a few of the diseases 
caused in humans by bacteria. 

However, while “bad” bacte¬ 
ria get lots of attention, there 
are many good bacteria that 
help humans out in nature and 
also through manipulation by 
scientists. From termites to 
cows to humans, bacteria help 
aid food digestion for animals 
by breaking down molecules 
that the stomach itself could 
not. In fact, microbes breaking 
down the food molecules pro¬ 
duce the gas that is passed from 
farting or belching. 

But that’s not all bacteria do! 
Bacteria are used to make 
healthy foods like yogurt, to 
produce some of the most pow¬ 
erful medicines, and to also 
break down garbage created by 
humans. A sturdy group of bac¬ 
teria have been found to be able 
to break down certain toxic sub¬ 
stances like oil without them- 


SURVIVING SCHOOL: STUDY TIPS 

Learning is a lot of work! But there are ways to make the job 
easier so that you can remember things and not spend too 
much time studying. 



even believe these organisms to 
be space travelers! 

No, they are not evil aliens 
with superior intelligence. 
Instead, teeny tiny bacteria are 
responsible for all of the above! 
You can find these small living 
organisms (also called microbes) 
just about everywhere: in water, 
air, soil, plants, animals, and 
even inside human beings. 

Having spent approximately 
3.5 billion years on the planet 
earth, bacteria have developed 


I REPEAT: You hear a song and want to learn the words. What do 
you do? You listen to the song over and over again, singing along 
each time you hear it. Soon you can sing it all by yourself. 

You can do the same thing when you study by saying or writing 
down the things you need to learn over and over. 



■ A LITTLE AT A TIME: If you have a test, it helps to start 
studying for it the week before! Take your notes and go over 
them about twenty minutes each night. Repeat 
the information over and over again just 
like the words to a song. Do a little at a 
time rather than a lot the night 
before the test. When you learn this 
way you will remember what you 
learned for a long time. 


■ A SILLY SENTENCE: Did you 

know that “My Very 
Exceptional Mom Just Served 
Us Nine Pizzas?” It’s a silly 
sentence but it can help you 
remember the names of the 
planets as they go out from the 
sun: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, 
Pluto. See if you can come up 
with your own silly sentence 
to help you remember a list 
of names. 
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So what is rhythm? Rhythm is 
simply the pattern of a sound 
repeated. The reason why poet¬ 
ry is fun to read out loud is 
because poetry often is 
written to a rhythm. When 
you beat on a drum, you 
are making a rhythm. 
And when you talk over a 
drum beat, you're rapping. When 
cash registers, and the car alarms, hip hop musicians and rappers cre- 
Then go to a quiet place, like your ate new songs, they combine a 
home or the library. Put two fingers good beat or rhythm with poetry 
of one hand on the underside of and stories. Sometimes they put 
your other wrist. Close your eyes, melodies underneath. 

You will probably feel your pulse, 

soft but steady. This is the rhythm You can be a rapper, too. Listen to the 
of your body. beat around you and tell your stories! 


1 


W alk down the street. If 
you listen closely, you'll 
hear the rhythm of the city. 
You'll hear the beat of foot 
steps, the ring of tele¬ 
phones, car horns, 
police sirens, the clink 
of silverware at out¬ 
door restaurants, the 
opening and closing of 




Buy Lunch, Not a Product 


W ien you eat something, think 
about it: are you consuming 
food or advertising? Nutrition or an 
image? Do you think professional 
sports stars like Serena, Venus, 
Shaq and Kobe really eat candy 
bars and fast food to stay at the 
top of their game? 

Companies spend BILLIONS 
of dollars every year marketing 
foods that are very low in nutri¬ 
tional value to kids like you. 
Children are very desirable cus¬ 
tomers for a company, because 
they can have you as a cus¬ 
tomer for a long time, from “cra¬ 
dle to grave.” 

Have you ever seen a com¬ 
mercial for Sunny Delight? The 


way they talk about it, you would 
think that it’s some sort of health 
food. In fact, Sunny Delight has 
barely any juice in it at all. It is most¬ 
ly water, sugar, and added vita¬ 
mins. Eating an orange is a much 
better way to get your Vitamin C 
and you will get fiber that will help 
you feel full for longer. In fact, eat¬ 
ing more of all sorts of fresh fruits 
and vegetables is a great way to 
stay healthy and strong. 

It’s time to beat junk food 
advertisers at their own game. 
Want to learn more? 

Check out 

http://pbskids.org/dontbuy- 
it/. Be smart, be healthy, and 
flourish! 



HARRY POTTER 

and the Half-Blood Prince: 
Harry Grows Up 

Finally! After months of waiting, at 12:00 AM on 
July 16th, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince was out! 

The world has changed since we last saw 
Harry. You-Know-Who is back in force, gather¬ 
ing allies among the wizarding world, creating 
grand alliances with dementors and werewolves. And the 
Ministry of Magic isn’t sure how to respond. Far from gathering 
its own forces and demonstrating leadership, the Ministry is try¬ 
ing to manage the situation as a public relations job. Attacks and 
mysterious accidents are on the rise. Even Muggles 
(humans like you and me) feel the effects. 

But Harry is growing up, learning that 
he must now take responsibility for his 
own future. He knows now that grown¬ 
ups make mistakes, that even people as 
rotten as Malfoy deserve pity, that he can 
actually do well at Potions and that girls 
aren’t entirely icky. But growing up doesn’t 
just mean more work and less Quidditch. 

There is still fun to be had at Hogwarts, and 
part of growing up means being able to 
Apparate and help Dumbledore with a 
very important task, probably the most 
important task of Harry’s life. 

You ask who is the Half- 
Blood Prince? You’ll just 
have to read the book 
to find out. 




PENGUINS ft 

make good people! 

Here are a few things moviegoers learned about emperor 
penguins when they chilled off in theaters this summer at the 
movie March of the Penguins. 

e* The men do their domestic chores. After the female 

f\ emperor penguin lays the egg, it's the male who keeps 
the egg warm for months. 

Penguins share. Emperor penguins huddle together to 
keep warm through winter storms and below-zero 
temperatures. Penguins in the middle rotate to the 
outside to give everyone a chance in the warmest spot. 

Penguins help stop fights. In the movie, when a baby 
penguin dies, the mother tries to steal the baby of another 
mother. Other penguins intervene to stop the crime. 

More on Penguins: 

Scientists say that penguins are threatened by global 
warming caused by humans. When the ice thaws early, 
penguin chicks die. Less ice also means less food for 
penguins. They eat krill (like tiny shrimp) and krill live in the ice. 

Tango is a young penguin at the Central Park Zoo. She 
has two dads: Roy and Silo. The couple adopted Tango 
as depicted in the new children’s book And Tango 
Makes Three. 
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n puzzles and poems 




Not real ants, they’re “Ants on a Log!” 
To make this delicious snack: 


1. Rinse off some celery sticks and 


cut them in shorter pieces 


2. Use a spoon or knife to spread 


peanut butter in the hollow of the celery 


3. Stick raisins in the peanut butter all 


the way down the log 


4. Share your snack with friends! 
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WORD 

SEARCH 

Find the 

following words: 

Hurricane 

Bacteria 

Study 

Iraq 

Recess 

Penguins 

Gardens 


MY PET GRACE 

Guinea pig Grace 
My favorite pet 
When Pro alone 
And feel upset 
She cheers me up 
My fluffy friend. 


Poem by, William age 6 yrs 
PS. 100, Class 1-213 



Mystery 
Person: 

Clue #1: 1 was born 
on November 18, 1787 
in New York State. 

My parents were slaves. 

Clue #2: My name was originally 
Isabella Baumfree, but I changed it. 

Clue #3: 1 worked with abolitionists 
(people who worked to end slavery) such 
as William Lloyd Garrison and Frederick Douglass. 
My memoirs were published in 1850. 

Clue #4: 1 gave speeches calling for the end to slav¬ 
ery, advocating for the right of women to vote, and 
about my experiences as a slave. After the Civil War 
I worked to aid the newly freed southern slaves. 

Answer: on the bottom of page 4. 



r}|Y (Do It Yourself!) 

I Your Own Garden 

If you can’t visit a community garden, you can still 
grow living things in your home. Seeds are every¬ 
where. Beans like lentils, chickpeas, black beans, and 
red beans are all seeds that you can 
grow. Just be sure to buy them dry. 

DIRECTIONS: 

1. Place a bunch of seeds in a 
bowl or pan. Spread them out so 
that they aren’t on top of one anoth¬ 
er. 

2. Pour a bit of water in the con¬ 
tainer. You can be generous when 
you pour, but do not soak the plants 
so that they drown. 

3. Place a piece of paper towel or a 

thin towel over the seeds. Make sure the towel is 
always a little wet. If it isn’t, add water. 

4. Within a few days you should have sprouts grow¬ 
ing. You can eat them plain. They are very healthy. 

Or, throw them into a salad with other veggies. 

MAKE IT GROW BIG: Get a pot (you can even recycle 
a milk or juice carton, but be sure to poke holes in the 
bottom) and some soil, and transplant a couple of your 
sprouts roots-first into the soil. Be sure to water your 
plant regularly and make sure it gets enough sunlight. If 
you don’t ignore your plant, it will be sure to grow. 



[ support indykids [ 

— This is the first ever issue of Indy Kids. The $500 it took to print the - 

| first 5,000 copies came from the pockets of its founding volunteers. If 

■ we are to publish another issue, we need your support! ■ 

' Indy Kids is a regular publication reaching kids in in New York City Indy 
I Kids volunteers are distributing the paper to kids through networks of 
progressive teachers, librarians and parents. We will produce a second 
issue in December 2005, and five issues in 2006. 

I Please support Indy Kids and help form the next generation of critical 
B thinkers, progressive journalists and activists! B 

| NAME:_ | 

I ADDRESS:_ I 

I EMAIL_ I 

I PHONE:_ I 

Please return this form to: Indy Kids c/o Indymedia 
34 East 29th Street, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10016 

■ I would like to become a sustainer of Indy Kids. ■ 

Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation 

■ (make checks out to “UC-IMC”) for: ■ 

I □ $25 GREEN STAR SUSTAINER 

I □ $50 BLUE STAR SUSTAINER 

□ $100 RED STAR SUSTAINER 

| □ $300 SILVER STAR SUSTAINER 
I O $500 GOLD STAR SUSTAINER (pays for 1 full issue) 

* □ I would like to receive Indy Kids by mail. Enclosed is my $ 15 
subscription fee. (Includes six issues through 2006) 

I would like to donate my skills to Indy Kids. 

I would like to help with: 

□ Distribution □ Subscriptions □ Web Design 

B □ Fundraising □ Art & Layout □ Writing Copyediting B 
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